
Promise

New words and old music. Cool shades and creative 
arts. College prep and self-respect. 

All are integral components to another great season 
of summer camps hosted by the Indianola Promise 
Community.

Parents and their children are encouraged to get ready 
now for a summer of between-school and pre-school 
learning experiences. Beginning its sixth year, IPC 
continues to refine these camps to ensure the quality of 
each one. 

IPC camps provide children a safe haven during the 
summer months and help curtail summer learning 
loss between academic school years. More than 650 
openings are available in the ten IPC summer camps 
described here. 

Sign up today!
Delta Hope Care Enrichment Summer Camp. Sponsored 
by the Delta Hope Care Foundation/Christian Fellowship 
Church. Targeting children from Pre-K through 12th grade, 
the camp will provide instruction to enhance vocabulary 
and reading comprehension skills.
Contact: Brenda Lynn  / 662-299-9616 
brendly6@aol.com 
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The Indianola Promise Community (IPC) is a community-based initiative to provide children with the opportunity to succeed in school, graduate, and 
attend college. Our priority is making sure children in Indianola have the opportunities they need to excel. The IPC is a project of Delta Health Alliance. 
For more information, to volunteer, and to get involved, call us or come by and visit us. IPC Office, 135 Front Street,  Indianola, MS 38751, 662-686-3933
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When children get the right start,
Indianola prospers.

Summer youth Entrepreneurship Program. Sponsored by Delta 
State University College of Business. Targeting male students, 
grades 7 – 12. The camp will provide instruction in business 
vocabulary and practical work experience to enhance 
entrepreneurial skills and develop work ethics.  
Contact: Dr. Cooper Johnson / 662-846-4192 
bcjohnsn@deltastate.edu 

Freedom Summer 2015. Sponsored by the Sunflower 
County Freedom Project. Targeting 7th - 9th graders, this camp 
will provide core academic instruction plus art enrichment and 
fitness training. Students will take a week long visit to Ole Miss 
and tour historic Civil Rights sites.
Contact: Vaish Shastry / 662-569-2441 / vaish.shastry@gmail.com 

Summer School Development Initiative. Sponsored by the 
Rasberry United Methodist Men’s Club. Three age ranges are 
targeted for this camp: 8-11, 12-14 and 15-18, with an emphasis 
on language, literature and reading.  Activities will include 
creative speech, dramatic arts, music, poetry and plays.  
Contact: Eddie Liddel / 662-392-6778 / randlecarver@bellsouth.net     

Project rISE (reading Improvements for Success in Education). 
Sponsored by On Track Community Development Corporation. 
Students from all grades will enhance and reinforce their literacy, 
vocabulary and writing skills through creative and fun programs 
such as poetry, drama/theater production, spelling bees and arts 
enrichment. Campers in grades Kindergarten through 8th will meet 
Monday through Thursday 8:00 – 4:00 (Breakfast 8-9 and lunch 
12-1).  Campers grades 9 – 12 will serve as academic peer tutors to 
fellow campers Mon – Thurs and will participate in college 
readiness and test prep on Fridays.
Contact: Carol Jackson / 662-452-5071 / cjackson@ontrackcdc.com 

Vocabulary & reading Comprehension Enhancement Camp. 
Sponsored by the Sunflower County Ministerial Alliance. 10th and 
11th graders will focus on preparing for college with the intent to 
complete a degree by placing emphasis on vocabulary and reading 
comprehension. 
Contact: Rev. Phillip McGee / 662-887-1485 / rev.mcgee@yahoo.com 

– continued inside



“IPC is doing a wonderful 
job enhancing the schools 
and community. Since 
the development of the 

IPC Summer Camps in 2010, children 
have looked forward to attending 
the camps each year. Speaking as 
a retired educator, the IPC Summer 
Programs are instrumental in reducing 
learning loss during the summer and 
preparing children for the upcoming 
school year.“ 

            – EArlEAn CollIEr
rEtIrEd tEAChEr

The Williams family of Indianola 
paints a perfect picture of what a 
Promise Community is when we all 
work together. Their family motto is 
hoping, inspiring and believing: 
family comes first always because 
with family working together great 
things can become reality with the 
help of God. 

Mr. Ronnie Williams and Mrs. Maggie 
Williams have three children; Tangela 
U. Williams, Roloundar S. Williams 
and Ronnie A. Williams Jr. They are 
proud grandparents of three amazing 
grandchildren: Audrina G. Williams, 
8 years old who attends Lockard 
Elementary school where she is a 
superintendent scholar,  Kamron J. 
Williams, 4 years old, attends Save 
the Children Headstart, and Kenyard 
McCraney, age 2, attends Color Me 
Rainbow Daycare. 

The William family are members of 
Pleasant Green M.B. Church pastored 
by Reverend Dr. Melvin L. Walker 
where Tangela and Roloundar are 
Sunday school teachers and youth 
leaders.  

Roloundar Williams is a 2003 
graduate of Gentry High School. 
She received her BS degree from 
MVSU in Social Work and is currently 
working with the Men of Valor 
program that mentors youth boys 
in the community.  Roloundar is 
continuing her education by working 
towards a Master’s degree in Social 
Work.

Ronnie Jr. is a 2007 graduate of 
Gentry High School. He received his 
BS degree from MVSU in Physical 
Education and is currently working on 
a Master’s in Sports Administration.

Tangela William is a 1999 graduate of 
Gentry High School. She received her 
BS degree in History and a Masters 
in Criminal Justice from MVSU. She is 
currently an Early Headstart teacher 
in Sunflower, MS. She is working on 
her doctorate degree. 

The Williams family is very active in 
Indianola. They are members of the 
Roosevelt Community Association 
where they volunteer their time, 
resources and skills to support and 
motivate children. They have helped 
host anti-bullying rallies, toy drives 

for children during Christmas, Easter 
Egg hunts and more. Both Tangela 
and Roloundar benefit from the 
programs IPC offers and encourage 
other community members to be 
active too.  They are also heavily 
dedicated parents within the 
schools’ PTAs.  

The Williams family supports each 
other and the community. They 
always come out together ready to 
serve. They are the kind of people 
good communities are made of. 

Meet the IPC Family of the Month: (from left) 
Ronnie Williams Jr, Tangela Williams, 

Kenyard McCraney, Roloundar Williams, Maggie 
Williams, Audrina Williams, Ronnie Williams Sr., 

(front) Ariana Hughes and Kamron Williams
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the We Can!™ Energize our Families 
Program is a four-session set of activities for 
parents to encourage healthy lifestyles in their 
families. The core concept explored is “energy 
balance,” or the long-term balance between 
ENERGY IN (calories from food) and ENERGY 
OUT (calories burned through activity). In a fun 
and hands-on way, the sessions focus on teach-
ing participants skills that can help their families 
make healthy food choices, become more physi-
cally active, and reduce recreational screen time.

• Learn practical strategies and tips that you can use
 with your children to help them maintain a healthy 
 weight.

• Discover simple ways you can model healthy eating
 and physical activity for your family.

• Find information and other resources to help your 
 family maintain a healthy weight.

For more information, go to nhlbi.nih.gov/health/
educational/wecan.

this program is underway. 
Call IPC for dates and times!

F A M I L Y
   spotlight

the Indianola Promise 
Community honors a 
“Family of the month.”  
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      very year The Mississippi 
      Association of Partners in 
Education (MAPE)  recognizes the 
state’s top partnership programs 
during the Governor’s Awards 
luncheon. Award-winning partner-
ships have helped improve student 
achievement in many areas, including 
test scores, graduation rates, health 
and fitness, the arts, community 
involvement and character develop-
ment. Last year the CARES 
Mentoring Program, an IPC 
program, received one of the 
Governor’s Awards.

This year, the organizers of the 
Conference invited representatives of 

CARES to return and share 
their success story as a part of a 
panel entitled “A Showcase of 
Successful Partnerships”.  
Jeffrey Blackmon, former 
Principal of Lockard Elementary,
Daphne Heflin, Principal of 
Lockard Elementary and 
Roshunda Sample, Project 
Director of Delta Health Alliance 
Indianola Promise Community 
presented.

CARES success has come from 
partnerships developed with 
the Indianola community where 
volunteers spend at least an 
hour per week with a child 
offering social and academic 
support. School data indicates 
the CARES program is making
a difference. To become a 
CARES Mentor, you may contact 
Shequite Johnson at 662-390-
3930 or via e-mail at sjohnson@
deltahealthalliance.org.
 

cassandra’srules!
In this segment of Cassandra’s rules! I would like 
to give Kudos to our Governor, Phil Bryant, 
USDA Administrators, the Mississippi State Board 
of Education and all concerned for their work 
on the following:

Workforce training grant
Recently, Gov. Phil Bryant and United States Department 
of Agriculture Food and Nutrition Service Southeast 
Regional Administrator Robin Bailey Jr. announced 
Mississippi has received a $20.5 million grant from USDA 
to conduct a three-year pilot program to match SNAP 
recipients with workforce training and job opportunities.
 
The program will be administered by the Mississippi 
Department of Human Services and will partner with 
five community and junior colleges, the Mississippi 
Department of Employment Security, the State Workforce 

Cassandra rule, IPC Social Services Coordinator, 
assists Indianola residents with available services. 

Investment Board and others. Mississippi Delta Community 
College is one of the community colleges that has been 
chosen for the pilot program. About 3300 adult SNAP 
recipients, between the ages of 18 – 50, who do not have 
dependents will be provided with workforce training and job 
opportunities.

This grant and Gov. Bryant’s workforce proposal will allow 
Mississippi to invest more than $70 million into workforce 
training over the next 3 years. The program will provide 
funding to participants to help them cover cost of test and 
assessment fees, transportation, child care, uniforms and other 
work related items. 

Children In the Zone-learning through 
the arts summer reading. Sponsored by the 
City of Indianola. Children ranging from ages 
7 - 10 will focus on reading comprehension and 
writing. This camp will also include arts and 
crafts, drama, dance, word challenge, baseball 
and softball for participants. 
Contact: Carolyn O’Neal / 662-207-2680
recreation@indianolams.gov

Promise School. Sponsored by Indianola 
Promise Community and Sunflower County 
Consolidated School District.  A kindergarten 
readiness program for 150 students entering 
Lockard from June 8th-July 17th. Transportation 
and meals are provided. 
Contact: Frankie Blackmon 662-884-1260
fblackmon@sunflower.k12.ms.us

Small World. Save the Children in partnership 
with the Indianola Promise Community will 
provide services to 100 Indianola pre-school 
children ages 3 years old through Early 
Childhood interventions that will advance them 
in Head Start. This camp will be held at 
Cassie Pennington and begins June 8. 
Contact: Anjohnette Gibbs / (662) 452-5098 
agibbs@savechildren.org

the art of living Smart Summer Camp 
Sponsored by the BB King Museum, the camp 
is an eight week/5 days per week program for 
children ages 8 – 17, daily from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Youth learn to choose fresh, healthy ingredients 
and to prepare nutritious snacks and meals. 
They learn to live healthy lives and exercise at 
the program and at home. Students are exposed 
to reading, music and other fun activities to 
continue the learning process and showcase their 
talent to the entire community.
Contact: April Brock / 662-887-9539
abrock@bbkingmuseum.org 
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– continued from front cover

C.a.r.E.S. presenters (l to r) front row: 
Jeffrey Blackmon, former principal 
lockard Elementary and roshunda 
Sample, Project Director IPC; and 
back row: Daphne Heflin, lockard 
Elementary Principal and Dr. Jessica 
Bunch, Jones County Junior College. 



The LINKS role is to “link” Indianola families into the 
Indianola Promise Community pipeline and provide them 
with the support they need so their children matriculate 
successfully through school and into college and a career. 

L INKS STAFF (L to R) Gloria McIntosh, Tracy Grady, 
Kimberly Hawkins, Atoya Elmore, Shanekia Kemp, Damita Little, 
April Seals, Cicily Bolden, Sarah Hood, Lula James, 
and Tara McClinton. (Not pictured is Deondria Winder)

M E E T  O U R  L I N K S  S TA F F 
I N D I A N O L A  P R O M I S E  C O M M U N I T Y

Current funding for the Indianola Promise Neighborhood is made possible in part 
through a grant from the Department of Education’s Promise Neighborhood Program 
(Award # U215N120032).

I N D I A N O L A  S U R v E Y  R E S U L T S

  s part of IPC’s ongoing effort to gain information 
  about how Indianola residents view their city, a random 
sample of 307 individuals was surveyed last fall. The sample 
consisted of Indianola adults who have children attending 
public schools or will attend public schools when old enough.

“Many of the findings were similar to what we saw in 2013,” 
said Karin Scott, who oversaw the project as IPC research 
director. “For example, most of our families report having 
access to reliable transportation,” which is important in terms 
of student attendance at IPC after-school learning programs.

“We also found a difference in perceptions of school safety 
between parents and children,” Scott said. Parents seem to 
think of the schools as much safer than students report. 
General perceptions of neighborhood cohesion, meanwhile, 
have improved since last year, as well as feelings of neighbor-
hood safety regarding crime and drugs.

The survey also found that:
• Even though half the parents stopped their formal schooling 
in high school, they attach value to postsecondary education: 
92% of them believe their children “have a good chance of 
finding a job somewhere” if they attain a college degree and 
80% hope their children achieve a college degree (and 55% of 
those are pushing for a graduate degree).

• More pre-school children need a medical home.  Only 62% 
of children from birth to kindergarten entry “have a place 
where they usually go, other than an emergency room, when 
they are sick or in need of advice about their health.”

• Access to formal early childcare programs needs to be 
expanded.  Of the parents with pre-school age children, only 
45% had enrolled those children in a formal program, either 
Head Start, childcare, or other early learning center.  

• Parents generally feel good about the education their 
children are receiving at the Indianola school system.  Of 
parents with elementary and middle school children, 86% 
believe their children are receiving a quality education, 
97% feel welcome at their child’s school, and 83% indicated 
they are contacted if their child has a problem.  Of the 
parents with high school students, 76% believe their children 
are receiving a quality education, 93% feel welcome at their 
child’s school, and 75% indicated they are contacted if their 
child has a problem in school. 

• Parents were asked about afterschool programs for their 
children.  Half of the parents of elementary and middle school 
children said they “knew about all of them.”  That number 
rose to 58% for parents of high school students.  While these 
programs may need more exposure, the good news is that 
transportation was not an issue for virtually all of the parents.   

Scott and Moore said that the survey results are being shared 
to garner community involvement in implementing strategies 
that focus on improving lives in Indianola.

(Complete survey results can be obtained at the Indianola Promise 
Community headquarters.)
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